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Improve Accessibilities to Medical Services
Priority Issue 2

Use of AI and IoT in the Medical IT Field
The Fujifilm Group developed an AI technology that 
can be applied to a wide range of services, including 
diagnostic imaging systems, medical workflow 
streamlining, and medical device maintenance. In April 

2018, the Fujifilm Group announced development 
of such widely applicable AI technologies under 
the brand name of REiLI. To further develop this 
together with academia, we established the FUJIFILM 
Creative AI Center, Brain(s), an R&D center for next-

[Target] Expand and scale up AI & IoT technology to reduce burdens on medical staff
●  In collaboration with academia, the FUJIFILM Creative AI Center, 

“Brain(s)”was established as a dedicated research center to 
foster next-generation AI technologies that can help resolve 
social issues, including health problems (October 2018).

●  Together with Kyoto University, we have successfully developed 
an AI technology to support diagnosis of interstitial pneumonia*1 
(April 2019).

●  Launched SYNAPSE SAI viewer, an AI diagnosis support 
platform, as the first product under the brand of our medical AI 
technology, REiLI (July 2019). 

[Target] Market launch and scale up a novel point-of-care 
tuberculosis diagnostic kits in developing countries
●  A highly sensitive rapid tuberculosis diagnostic kit, TB-LAM 

was adopted for the Phase 2 investment (FY2018 to FY2020) by the Global Health Innovative Technology 
(GHIT) Fund, to continue its clinical trials. TB-LAM is being developed by Fujifilm with the collaborating 
partner FIND*2 under continuous investments from the GHIT Fund, which aims at creating innovative 
therapeutic drugs, vaccines, and diagnostic drugs originating in Japan to fight against infectious diseases 
and poverty in the developing world.

[Target] Implement a medical checkup system to help improve the medical environment in emerging countries
●  Continued to carry out the FY2017 project in Brazil to promote medical collaboration in the use of remote 

diagnostic imaging technology funded by the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) in FY2014 
(completed in March 2019).

●  Convened technical workshops to provide trainings to medical staff in South Africa, Myanmar, Kirghiz, etc.
*1 Interstitial pneumonia: A general category of lung diseases in which the lungs harden through inflammation. Causes of 

interstitial pneumonia vary such as pneumoconiosis caused by asbestos and idiopathic interstitial pneumonia which the 
cause is unknown. Idiopathic interstitial pneumonia is a designated intractable disease that is difficult to treat. 

*2 FIND (Foundation for Innovative New Diagnostics): Swiss non-profit organization that helps development and spread new 
diagnostic techniques for infectious diseases suitable for developing countries.

●  Accelerate the implementation of R&D and solutions that utilize advanced medical AI Technology through 
the platform of “Brain(s).”

●  With an aim of commercialization, additional clinical trials to be conducted for TB-LAM to further 
accumulate data to obtain WHO recommendation. Contribute to the SDGs Goal 3 by aligning the TB-LAM 
initiative with the WHO target to end the global tuberculosis epidemic by 2030.

●  Scale up medical checkup systems and continue providing education and trainings to help improve the 
medical environment in emerging countries.
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in FY2018
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and 
Targets

Sustainable Value Plan 2030 Health

“FUJIFILM Creative AI Center Brain(s)” in 
Marunouchi to explore next-generation 
AI technology as well as develop human 
resources in AI/ICT fields.

(1)  Reducing burden on doctors and medical staff by utilizing IT
(2)  Development and dissemination of infectious disease diagnostic system to 

contribute to global health
(3)  Offering technical diagnosis training and spreading effective health practices 

to emerging countries
The rapid aging of society is proceeding in Japan, and population and economic growth are advancing in 
emerging countries. As a result, these countries are experiencing expanding medical demands, giving rise to 
a variety of problems, such as the insufficient number of doctors and nurses, their harsh working conditions, 
and regional disparities in medical services. The death rate from infectious diseases is still high in developing 
countries, and eradication of infectious diseases, such as AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria, is also one of 
the SDGs. The Fujifilm Group is contributing to the establishment of a sound medical environment and to 
supporting medical staff to realize disease prevention, make early diagnoses, and provide early treatment 
through combining our exclusive technologies acquired over the years with the large volume of data we have 
accumulated in the medical IT field, and with AI technology.
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generation AI technologies that help to solve social 
issues. Combining our AI imaging technology, which 
is our forte, with other advanced AI technologies 
through partnerships with research institutes, medical 
institutes, and corporations across the world, we aim 
to create products and services that can address 
more complex social issues in a swifter manner. By 
deploying the world fastest super computer which to 
be utilized for AI deep learning, Brain(s) achieves to 
be Japan’s most advanced research environment. The 
center also provides trainings and capacity building for 
AI and ICT human resources that will lead the future 
of Japan. 
 The Fujifilm Group’s efforts to develop AI 
technology has stimulated responses and support 
from many medical professionals, and as a result, we 
are receiving more requests to provide lectures on AI 
technology at academic and research conferences. 
The number of medical professionals who visit our 
Brain(s) facility is also increasing. Our other initiatives 
include a successful development of AI-based 
diagnostic technology for interstitial pneumonia, 
achieved jointly with Kyoto University. A joint research 
project with Osaka University and Indiana University 
School of Medicine has also commenced. We have 
set up the Artificial Intelligence Diagnostic Imaging 
Joint Research Chair within Osaka University’s 
Graduate School of Medicine to develop practical 
applications for advanced AI technologies. We also 
took a part as a private company in Global Alliance 
Under the Dynamic Innovation (GAUDI), an open 
innovation program started in July 2019 by Juntendo 
University to accelerate the commercialization of new 
medical technologies. Based on the clinical data 
obtained through the university’s hospital, which has 
one of the largest numbers of beds and patients in 
Japan, we plan to develop comprehensive medical AI 
technologies in close collaboration with doctors and 
medical staff. In July 2019, we launched the SYNAPSE 
SAI viewer under the brand name of REiLI. The 
SYNAPSE SAI viewer is an AI platform that supports 
diagnostic imaging workflows by extracting images 
of a specific organ from a CT scan or by displaying 
chronological changes in bone structure. We plan 
to accelerate the implementation of AI solutions 
which allows doctors to concentrate on diagnosis 

by streamlining their workflow and maximizing their 
time dedicated on their core task of appropriate and 
right diagnosis of patients. The solutions were jointly 
created with academia around the world.

Improving the Medical Environment in 
Emerging Countries
Achieving Universal Health Coverage (UHC)* especially 
in emerging countries in Africa and Asia is a global goal 
outlined as one of the targets in the SDG Goal 3. Japan 
is a model UHC country because of its universal health 
insurance system. Utilizing the know-how developed 
in Japan, the Fujifilm Group has been supporting the 
development of medical technology, human resource 
development and dissemination of regular medical 
checkup practice in emerging countries.
 In FY2018, we continued with the medical 
collaboration project for the use of remote diagnostic 
imaging technology in Brazil that was adopted by 
JICA in FY2017. Our efforts this year included holding 
the first Mammography Training Seminar in South 
Africa, and endoscopy workshops in Myanmar and 
Kirghiz. We are keen to provide technical instructions 
and training sessions to doctors and technicians in 
emerging countries. Together with FIND, since 2016 
we have also been developing TB-LAM, a highly 
sensitive rapid tuberculosis diagnostic kit to detect 
tuberculosis among people living with HIV using 
urine specimens. As a preparation to obtain WHO 
recommendation, TB-LAM has acquired IVD98/79/
EC (In-Vitro Diagnostic Medical Device Directive) in 
December 2018 and we have began supplying TB-
LAM kits to research institutions around the globe for 
clinical evaluation purposes.
 The 7th Tokyo International Conference on 
African Development (TICAD7) was held in Yokohama 
in August 2019, and the Fujifilm Group presented 
our medical work in Africa at the conference. We 
contributed to the success of TICAD7 in an unique 
Fujifilm way by holding a TICAD memorial photo 
exhibition in FUJIFILM SQUARE and participated in an 
official side event.
* Universal Health Coverage: The condition in which all people 
can receive appropriate health care services, such as disease 
prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation at a reasonable cost. 

Displayed healthcare products 
for tuberculosis and breast cancer, 
which are major issues in Africa. 

Participated as a panelist at the 
official side event, “Partnering for 
Progress: Promoting Innovation & 
Access for Neglected Diseases in 
Furtherance of UHC.” 

Held a memorial photo exhibition 
“Africa—Heartbeat of the Continent” 
in FUJIFILM SQUARE (hosted by the 
World Bank Group). The photo taken 
at the opening reception.

[Participation in TICAD7]

The exhibition booth displayed our recent efforts with JICA 
to reduce maternal mortality by using an ultrasound imaging 
system (left, Kenya), as well as introducing the diagnostic 
performance of a highly sensitive point-of-care tuberculosis 
diagnostic kit TB-LAM (right).
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